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Hugh ieatimer 


"Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the 
man, We shall this day light -.such a candle, by 
God's grace, in England, as, I trust, shall never 
be put out." These were the dying words of Hugh 
Latimer, the great popular preacher of the English 
Reformation, the convert of Thomas Bilney, close 
friend of Robert Barnes, and the disciple of Martin 
Luther. 


Born of a Leicestershire yeoman family in 1485 and 
educated at Cambridge, Latimer was at first an 
ardent opponent of the Reformation. For his B.A. 
degree oration in St. Edward's Church, he fiercely 
attacked Philip Melancthon, Luther's co-—labourer. 
Thomas Bilney, who Was present, sought him out in 
his study and from that time, Latimer says, ‘he 
began to smell the Word of God', Bilney, Latimer, 
and Robert Barnes, another of Bilney's converts 
became clese and constant friends. When Latimer 
declined the request of his bishop to preach a 
sermon against Martin Iuther and was therefore 
forbidden to preach in the diocese, Barnes offered 
his own pulpit inthe Augustinian Priory which was. 
exempt’ from the bishop's authority., Of all English 
Reformers perhaps, the nearest to Lutherin the 
directness and humour of his preaching, Latimer's 
sermons won him the favour of the people and even 
of King Henry VIII. His famous sermons On the Card 
- and Of the Plough are read yet today. 


By 1535, Latimer had become Bishop of Worcester 
and one of King Henry's chief advisers. But when 
Henry's reactionary Six Articles were passed by 
Parliament in 1539, Latimer refused to assent and 
resigned the see. Confined to the Tower of London 
in 1546, hewas released at the accession of Edward 
VI to become a popular court preacher and one of 
the leading Reformers. On the accession of Queen 
Mary in 1553, he was again arrested. Examined at 
Oxford and condemned, he was with Nicholas Ridley 
burnt at the stake in front of Balliol College on 
16 Octeber 1555, 
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HISTORIC STATEMENTS OF OUR FAITH 


Ghe Nicene Greed 


318 bisheps from every important centre of the 
church seated on benches ranged along the sides of 
a large hall in the Imperial Palace, in the centre 
a raised stand for the Holy Gospels, behind, the 
throne for the Emperor Constantine — this was the 
birthplace of the Nicene Creed, the famous Council 
of Nicaea summoned A.D. 325 to deal with a heresy 
which threatened to split the church. There was," 
said the Arians, "when the Son was not". Hence, 
Jesus was something less and, therefore, not God. 


After the opening address of the Emperor calling 
for unity, the Arians were asked to present their 
ereed. This they did, but it was received with such 
disapproval that it was torn to pieces and all but 
two of the eighteen bishops who signed it withdrew 
their signatures. Then the representative of the 
middle party, Eusebius, the church historian, laid 
before the assembly an ancient confession which 
was based upon the baptismal creed of the Church 
of Jerusalem. The Arians were willing to accept it. 
But not a young deacon called Athanasius. It could 
not be teft an open question whether Jesus was or 
was not God. Athanasius won the day. Clauses were 
added to the creed presented by Eusebius which made 
it clear that the Son was God, “of the same essence 
as the Father". 


To this original Creed of Nicaea, which ended with 
"And in the Holy Ghost", other additions were made 
in the fifth and sixth centuries. 


The Nicene is the most ancient and the mest univer- 
sally-used of the three Creeds of Christendom. In 
the churches of Russia and Eastern Europe, it is 
the primary confession as is the Apostles' Creed 
in the West. Its use in public worship began with 
Peter the Fuller, Patriarch of Antioch, in 469. In 
the Lutheran order we use the Nicene Creed on 
festival and Communion Sundays and, to avoid repe- 
tition of the Apostles' Creed, at Baptisms and 
Confirmations. 
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There are two centres from which our church works 
among the 35 million Muslims in India: Vaniyambadi 
in Madras State for the Tamil Muslims, Wandoor in 
South Malabar for the Malayali Muslims. The fol- 
lowing, taken from The Minaret, was written by 
Pastor P. V. David, a Malayalam Lutheran minister. 


"My own personal activity has been personal wit— 
nessing. Using Wandoor as the centre, I have walked ~ 
up to eight miles in all directions, visiting homes 
along the roadside, stopping in shops, ‘and talking 
to many individuals about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Altogether I have spoken to some 500 families and 
to more than 1000 individuals. Some of these were 
Hindus, but the great majority were Muslims. You 
will rejoice with me in the fact that a number of 
them have requested additional books. In Muslim 
bazaars there have been repeated requests for 
Arabic-—Malayalam Gospels. 


"On every trip I pray for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. I have found that even those who think 
Christianity has nothing to offer which is not in 
the Koran turn from indifference to joy once they 
have read one of our books. There is one Muslim 
youth, Abdur Rahiman, who now quotes from the Bible 
in public conversation. Another, Qadar, has 
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secretly studied up to the Second Article with Mr. 
Asirvadom, our Evangelist. But as yet he has not 
found enough courage to come out into the open. 


"A third young man, Rayyen, has been meeting with 
me regularly for the past six months. He is a 
Communist, the leader of those who have called us 
‘American spies'. As yet we have not entered into 
any political conversations. Some time ago he 
turned to me while speaking to a large group of 
people and said: 'We know why you are here. If you 
want to save your hide, you had better run!' 


"You can well imagine how surprised the Local people 
are now that he has a personal relationship with 
me. His political friends asked him if we were not 
discussing party matters. He answered that we had 
many other subjects to discuss. Some of the non- 
Communists have approached me with the same ques— 
tion. I gave the same answer. At the time, neither 
of us knew what the other had been asked. When he 
made this discovery, we both had to smile. 


"The two of us have read together Job, Isaiah, 
Daniel, and other parts of the Old Testament, as 
well as the whole New Testament. Ihave been emph- 
asizing particularly God's care for us and the 
salvation which is in Christ. At the moment we are 
reading John's Gospel and gathering those passages 
which show what Jesus said about Himself. 


"Actually Rayyen does not know that Iam conducting 
a Bible class with him. If, by the grace of God, 
he does come to faith, he will be one who will be 
able to stand on his own feet and not be unduly 
worried about community pressure. Please pray for 
his conversién. 


"God's Word is powerful. We ask you to pray that 
God's power willwork through us so that those who 
now approach us secretly will be willing in the 


near future to do so openly." 
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BOREHAM WOOD "One of the most encouraging aspects 

of the work at Boreham Wood" is the 
Sunday School, according to Pastor W, P. Borgas... 
average attendance steadily growing, now 60 .,. 
Sunday, 4 January, SS heard Mr. Pillai of Malaya.. 
Christmas Eve Children's Service attended by 106, 
including several first-time parents ... notice 
board and cross illuminated every day from 4.30 to 
midnight, controlled by time switch. 


GRINDON Although Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day services were disappointing in 
attendance, 120 packed the hall for the Christmas 
Pageant ... children's choir sang carols from door 
to door, accepting donations for Dr. Barnado's 
Homes ... Youth Club forms confirmation instruction 
class and football club ... Ladies Guild begins to 
make cassocks and surplices for children's choir. 


RUISLIP Children's Christmas Service on 2] 

December enjoyed by 101 childre and 
parents ... CEF stamps given to SS children as 
Christmas gifts ... the Community Hall not being 
available, midnight service on New Year's Eve held 
in the parsonage ... congregation deeply impressed 
by Mr. Pillai's witness to his Lutheran faith as 
he told of his work in conducting psychological 
warfare against the Conmunist terrorists in Malaya ... 
"Certificates of Appreciation" to be presented to 
SS teachers deserving recognition ... special SS 
department formed, open only to Junior Youth Club 
members, to encourage enrolment ... the first 
sketch plansfor proposed church considered by the 
Building Conmittee. 


CAMBRIDGE Mrs. Meta Newman, mother of Mrs. N. 
Nagel, passed away at Cambridge on 
8 January at the age of 67 years ... the funeral 
service was held on Sunday, 11 January, at St. 
Michaels ... her husband, Mr. Athol Newman, will 
reside at the home of Pastor and Mrs. Nagel. 
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KENTISH TOWN Installation completed just before 

Christmas of an oil-fired, forced - 
air heating system in the hall ... cost kept down 
to £160 (including 600-gallon tank) because of 
volunteer labourof Mr. T. Reynolds ... a perfumed 
kipper, a lunch of barbecued mince and popcorn 
balls, party games, carol singing, and the exchange 
of gifts were the features of the Christmas Party 
at the parsonage on December 28 attended by 19 
youth ... on January 7, the Ladies Guild heard Mr. 
Pillai of Malaya speak about his work, faith, and 
church. 


SUNDERLAND "First group of Lutheran SS teachers 

in kurope to apply for credit", the 
Rev. Floyd Bosch says of his teachers now enrolled 
in the Concordia Teachers’ Series "The Story of 
the Church" ... after completing four courses, the 
teachers will receive certificates ... for their 
Bible Study Topic, Luther Leaguers are discussing: 
"Marriage and the Christian Home" ... Leaguers 
invited to sing carols in three wards of the Gen- 
eral Hospital on 19 December ... afterwards, they 
sang at the parsonage for hot chocolate and beans 
on fried bread. 


CARDIFF Hight boys and girls went out carol- 

ling with Mr. andMrs. J. Cremer for 
three evenings and collected over £5 for the Luth- 
eran Hour ... permission granted by Corporation of 
Cardiff to place temporary hut on church site while 
construction of permanent building is in progress. 


TOTTENHAM With tears in his eyes, an old-age 
pensioner thanked the Luther Society 
for the Christmas Party given at Holy Trinity for 
some 30 pensioners ... Iuther Society New Year's 
Eve Party at the parsonage ended with a Watchnight 
Service which 48 people attended ... SS Christmas 
Party, January 3, a real success under leadership 
of Messrs. Wm. Martin, John Brown and Tom Roberts. 
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KEY WORDS © FAITH 
"Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three." 


In this life of insecurity, disappointment, and 
death, we are always looking for something certain, 
reliable, and enduring. In one breath, St.Paul 
names three such things. The first is faith. 


NOT JUST ANY KIND OF FAITH 


One often hears it said, "You've got to have faith" 
when actually self-confidence is meant. Though 
that kind of faith has advantages, it has limit— 
ations because there is a limit to what one can do, 
no matter how much self-confidence one has. The 
same limitations are there when one believes in, 
or relies on, such things as science, friends, 
money, luck. To say that any kind of faith will 
help is as foolish as to say that anything one eats 
will nourish him. It depends upon what you eat. So 
it depends upon what you believe, in what you put 
your trust and confidence. 


THIS KIND OF FAITH NEVER FAILS 


"I know whom I have believed", St. Paul said. (II 
Tim. 1;12) He believed ina Person. When I say the 
Creed, I state my faith in the same Object, the 
same Person - not na series of theological state-— 
_ments, but in a Person who died to prove His love 
for me and who rose again to guarantee His promise 
to give me eternal life. 


NO OTHER FAITH WILL DO 


A faith based on anything else than the promise of 
God's grace in Christ does not save, no matter how 
Sincere that faith may be. "He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life; andhe that believ— 
eth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him." (John 3:36) 
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CANADIAN PASTOR CALLED FOR HARLOW 


The Rev. V. H. Hennig of Montgomery, Alberta, Can- 
ada, was called to serve the proposed ELCE mission 


_at Harlow New Town. Pastor Hennig is at present 


serving Redeemer Lutheran Church in Montgomery, 
a congregation of 212 baptized members. In the 
same meeting on 6 January in which the call was 
extended, the Executive Council considered the 
first sketch for Harlowand approved a design put 
forward for Grindon. 


SUMMER CONCERTS BY AMERICAN CHOIR 


Enclosed im this issue of The British Lutheran is 
a brochure announcing the European Tour of the 
Lutheran Chorus of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 
Founded in1924, the Sheboygan Choir have sung over 
radio and television and have given~ concerts in 
many parts of the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
and Central America. The singers, directed by Mr. 
Norman Wilbert, are laypeople from several Lutheran 
congregations in the Sheboygan area. The European 
Tour will include five concerts for ELCE churches 
in the London area (July 11-15). 


WOMEN SUFFRAGE DISCUSSED BY ELCE PASTORS 


The current crisis in the Lutheran State Churchd 
Sweden on the question of the ordination of women 
was one of the subjects touched upon by ELCE pas- 
tors at their Barnes Conference, 12-l3January, in 
London. Holy Trinity's Pastor Roger Winger read a 
paper on "Women Suffrage in the Church". The study 
of Article IV of the Formula of Concord and of the 
Book of Deuteronomy were continued. Other matters 
discussed were Bible Class attendance, proportionate 
giving andthe question: “Does the Lutheran Church 
have a right to missionize in Christian England?" 


After the Service of Holy Communion at St. Andrews, 
to which all pastors were invited, five-minute 
reports were given to the Ruislip congregation by 
each of the pastors. 
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LUTHERAN DIRECTS MALAYAN ANTI-COMMUNIST OPERATION 


A Lutheran has been entrusted by the Muslim govern- 
ment of Malaya with heading the psychological war 
against the Communist terrorists. Mr V.D. Pitchai 
Pillai, Information Officer to the Gevernment of 
the Federation of Malaya and a leading Iutheran 
layman, described his work in a series of lectures 
to various ELCE groups in London and Sunderland. 
Mr. Pillai, accompanied by his wife, is on a tour 
of European capitals on behalf of his government. 
Mr. Pillai also spoke movingly of the need for more 
Christian missionaries to the 600,000 Tamil Indians 
in Malaya. 


DANISH HOLIDAY FOR LUTHERAN YOUTH THIS SUMMER 


A party of twenty-two youth from ELCE churches will 
spend nine days in Lutheran homes in Denmark, 26 
July - 4 August, according to the announcement of 
the Rev, John Sims, Youth Board Chairman. The cost 
will be approximately £16.0.0. For further details 
see the current issue of The Young Lutheran, Pastor 
Sims also made known the dates of the 1959 Junior ~ 
Holiday Bible Camp at Hothorpe Hall - 22-29 August. 


LADIES TO CONSIDER NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 


Two ladies from each of the London congregations 
and missions will meet at 3 p.m. on Sunday 25 
January, at 42 Museum Street, London WCl to consider 
whether the formation of a national ELCE women's 
organization would be in the best interests of the 
church. The opinion of ladies' groups in Sunderland 
and Cardiff will be sought by post. 


CALL FOR 1959 SYNOD RESOLUTIONS 


All ELCE congregations, boards, committees and 
other competent bodies are asked to submit their 
resolutions for debate at the 1959 Synod to the 
Secretary, Mr. E. F. R. Smith, at 42 Museum Street, 
London WC] before February 15th. 
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LOANS AND DONATIONS 
(Receipts to 31 December) 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


Loans Donations 


KENTISH TOWN £1083 £199 
TOTTENHAM 304 255 
RUISLIP 418 14 
SUNDERLAND 45 1 
BROMLEY 26 0 
BOREHAM WOOD 0 0 
PETTS WwooD 116 57 
GRINDON 14 5 
OTHERS 0 587 

Totals . £2006 £1118 

Grand Total £3124 


Qur Church Extension Fund is in the hearts of 
people in far-off lands. Over Christmas the | 
following gifts were received, mostly through - 


The British Lutheran,for the CEF: 


£25 from Miss A. Presser of Hamilton, Victoria, - 


Australia; $100 from the Rev. H. J. Mueller of 
Minneapolis, U.S.A.; $10 from Mr. and Mrs. L, 
Eickman of Orange, California, U.S.A.; 350 from 
Chaplain .Ernest Wentzel of Fort Slocum, N.Y; 
$5 from Miss Betty Ann Schmeling of Chicago; 


£1 from Dr. H. A. Mayer of St. Louis; $15 from 


St. Peters Ladies Aid of St. Peter, [llinois; 
$100 from Dr. and Mrs. L. Ritzmann of Portland, 
Ore.; $15 from Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wiesinger 
of Adrian, £7 from St. Pauls Sunday School of 


Glenelg, Australia; $5 from the Rev. A. Michalk | 


of Smithville, Texas. 
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Staff Vacancy 


lutheran Agencies will shortly have a vacancy 
at 42 Museum Street, London WCl, and would be 
pleased te receive applications from interested 
persons: 


YOUNG LADY (age 16-30) required in the 
filmstrip section of the Lutheran Film 
Service. It is an interesting position 
and particularly so for anyone who would 
like to be employed in Christian work, . 
It is desirable to have a knowledge of - 
typing, although the person will be 
trained if necessary. Wages according 
to age and experience. Two weeks holiday 
this year. Apply at an early date to - 


The Manager 
lutheran Agencies 
42 Museum Street 
London W.C.1 
Tel: HOLborn 5148 oe 
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